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Farmers  in  early  March  reported 
intentions  to  plant  3  percent  more 
acres  to  dry  beans  this  year  than 
last,  and  7  percent  more  to  dry  peas. 
With  near-average  yields  on  the  in- 
tended acreages,  production  of  dry 
beans  would  be  slightly  smaller  than 
in  1963.  Output  of  dry  peas,  however, 
would  be  a  little  above  last  year's 
large  crop. 

Growers  plan  a  2  percent  small- 
er acreage  of  potatoes  for  late 
summer-fall  harvest.  If  yields  are 
average,  production  on  the  intended 
acreage  would  be  nearly  the  same  as 
a  year  earlier,  pointing  to  prospects 
for  another  season  of  heavy  supplies 
and  low  prices  to  growers.  Sweet- 
potato  plantings  may  be  7  percent 
smaller  than  in  1963.  However,  with 
a  more  normal  growing  season,  out- 
put may  be  a  little  above  last  year, 
when  yields  were  low. 
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1/  Exclude  Alaska  and  Hawaii,  which  are  not  divided  into  seasonal  groups. 

Includes  processing. 
3/  Production  for  early  spring  only. 
u7  Arizona  winter  carrots  included  with  spring  season. 
5/  Acreage  and  production  for  early  spring  only. 
%/  196U  prospective  acreage, 
n.a.  —  not  available. 
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SUMMARY 


Supplies  of  vegetables  for  fresh  market  this  spring  are  expected  to  be 
moderately  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  but  slightly  above  the  1958-62  average. 
Substantially  smaller  output  is  likely  for  early  spring  cabbage,  sweet  corn, 
and  lettuce;  supplies  of  early  spring  tomatoes  are  down  slightly.    But  larger 
supplies  are  in  prospect  for  carrots,  celery,  and  early  spring  onions.  Vege- 
table crops  have  been  making  good  progress  in  nearly  all  spring  crop  areas; 
marketings  will  increase  seasonally  in  coming  weeks.    With  supplies  smaller, 
however,  prices  for  fresh  vegetables  this  spring  probably  will  average  above  the 
low  levels  of  last  spring. 

Total  canned  vegetable  supplies  are  moderately  smaller  than  a  year  ago, 
mostly  because  of  materially  less  tomato  products.    Supplies  of  most  other  im- 
portant canned  vegetables  are  heavier  than  those  of  last  season.  Aggregate 
frozen  vegetable  holdings  also  are  heavy,  although  slightly  below  last  year. 
Trade  demand  for  processed  vegetables  is  expected  to  be  firm  during  the  rest  of 
the  1963-64  marketing  season.    Prices  for  most  canned  and  frozen  vegetables  into 
mid-1964  are  expected  to  average  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.    Because  of  very- 
large  supplies,  however,  markets  for  canned  sweet  corn,  beets,  and  tomato  catsup 
are  likely  to  continue  weak,  with  prices  below  a  year  earlier. 

Early  intentions  reports  point  to  slightly  less  acreage  of  vegetables  for 
processing  than  last  year.    The  prospective  acreage,  with  near  average  yields 
and  expected  carryover,  would  result  in  an  aggregate  supply  of  canned  vegetables 
in  the  1964-65  season  about  as  large  as  in  the  current  season,  but  a  slightly 
smaller  supply  of  frozen  vegetables. 

Supplies  of  potatoes  this  spring  likely  will  be  substantially  smaller  than 
a  year  earlier.    Remaining  storage  stocks  are  below  a  year  earlier,  and  output 
of  both  early  and  late  spring  crop  potatoes  probably  will  be  materially  smaller. 
Prices  are  expected  to  average  considerably  above  the  low  levels  of  last  spring. 
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Intentions  reports  indicate  growers  plan  moderately  less  acreage  of 
potatoes  for  early  summer  harvest,  and  a  slight  cut  in  late  summer-fall  crop 
plantings  from  a  year  earlier.    The  intended  late  summer-fall  acreage,  with 
recent  average  yields,  would  result  in  production  moderately  above  anticipated 
market  needs,  with  consequent  low  prices  to  growers. 

Growers  in  early  March  reported  intentions  to  plant  7  percent  less 
acreage  to  sweetpotatoes  this  year  than  last.    But  near  average  yields  on  the 
prospective  acreage  would  result  in  a  production  slightly  larger  than  the  small 
output  in  1963 )  when  yields  were  relatively  low. 

Total  supplies  of  dry  edible  beans  are  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 
Stocks  of  pintos,  Great  Northerns,  and  baby  limas  are  substantially  larger,  and 
those  of  pea  beans  are  up  slightly.    But  stocks  of  all  other  major  classes  are 
smaller  than  a  year  ago.     Farmers  in  early  March  reported  intentions  to  plant 
3  percent  more  acreage  than  last  year.    Such  an  acreage,  with  average  yields 
and  expected  carryover,  would  result  in  a  supply  of  dry  beans  in  the  196^-65 
season  about  the  same  as  that  of  the  current  season. 

If  growers  follow  their  early  March  plans,  acreage  of  dry  peas  will  be 
7  percent  larger  than  last  year.    Near  average  yields  on  the  intended  acreage 
would  result  in  a  crop  slightly  larger  than  last  year,  when  yields  were  record 
high. 


COMMERCIAL  VEGETABLES  FOR  FRESH  MARKET 


Supplies  of  fresh  vegetables  for  marketing  this  spring  are  moderately 
smaller  than  the  large  supplies  of  a  year  ago.    Total  production  of  19  vege- 
tables, which  usually  furnish  nearly  three-fourths  of  spring  vegetable  tonnage, 
is  expected  to  be  7  percent  smaller  than  last  spring.    Substantially  smaller 
crops  of  early  spring  broccoli,  cabbage,  sweet  corn,  and  lettuce  account  for 
most  of  the  reduction.    Smaller  supplies  also  are  likely  for  early  spring  cauli- 
flower and  tomatoes,  and  spring  season  beets,  eggplant,  and  green  peppers. 
Because  of  larger  acreages  and  higher  yields,  production  of  early  spring  snap 
beans  and  cucumbers,  and  spring  carrots  is  expected  to  be  substantially  above 
last  year,  and  slight  to  moderate  increases  are  indicated  for  both  early  spring 
onions  and  spring  celery.    Although  production  estimates  are  not  yet  available, 
indicated  acreages  of  late  spring  asparagus  and  onions  are  larger  than  last 
year.    Late  spring  watermelon  acreage  is  down  moderately  from  1963*  hut  plant- 
ings of  spring  cantaloups  are  up  sharply. 

Nearly  all  spring  vegetable  crops  were  adversely  affected  by  extended 
periods  of  cool  weather  during  the  early  portion  of  the  season.    Since  late 
March,  however,  conditions  have  been  more  favorable  in  the  important  spring  crop 
areas;  seasonally  increasing  supplies  are  in  prospect  in  coming  weeks.  With 
continued  strength  in  the  general  economy,  demand  for  fresh  vegetables  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  at  a  high  level.    Although  production  of  a  few  major  commodities 
appears  larger  than  needed,  there  are  fewer  such  problems  than  a  year  ago. 
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Because  of  smaller  overall  supplies,  prices  to  growers  are  likely  to  average 
moderately  above  the  relatively  low  levels  of  last  spring. 

Early  reports  indicate  growers  intend  to  plant  slightly  more  acreage  of 
early  summer  cabbage,  and  late  summer  onions  and  watermelons.    But  acreages 
slightly  smaller  than  a  year  ago  are  in  prospect  for  early  summer  onions  and 
watermelons,  and  late  summer  cabbage. 

Prospects  for  Leading 
Fresh  Market  Vegetables 

Cabbage — Total  cabbage  supplies  are  expected  to  be  moderately  smaller  this 
spring  than  last.    Remaining  supplies  of  winter  crop  cabbage  probably  are  about 
the  same  as  a  year  ago.    But  total  early  spring  tonnage  is  9  percent  smaller  than 
in  1963.    Production  in  the  Southeast,  which  typically  accounts  for  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  early  spring  crop,  is  5  percent  smaller  than  a  year  ago.  Although 
higher  yields  are  likely,  acreage  is  down  materially.    California  tonnage, 
marketed  mostly  in  West  Coast  markets,  is  Ik  percent  below  last  year  because  of 
less  acreage  and  expected  lower  yields.     Acreage  of  cabbage  for  harvest  during 
the  late  spring  season,  which  accounts  for  about  two-fifths  of  the  total  spring 
crop,  is  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Florida  and  Texas  winter  crops  provided  the  bulk  of  the  April  cabbage 
supply.    Because  of  relatively  heavy  marketings  from  these  States,  prices  during 
the  first  half  of  April  averaged  considerably  below  the  moderate  levels  of  a 
year  earlier.    But  the  market  strengthened  materially  during  the  last  half  of 
the  month  as  winter  crop  harvests  declined  seasonally  and  supplies  from  spring 
crop  States  were  relatively  light.    Peak  harvest  in  the  early  spring  States  is 
expected  during  May.    Harvests  in  a  few  States  may  overlap  more  than  usual, 
because  of  early  season  cold  weather.    Nevertheless,  with  expected  total  output 
smaller,  prices  are  expected  to  average  about  the  same  as  the  moderate  levels 
of  a  year  ago. 

Growers  of  early  summer  cabbage  have  reported  intentions  to  harvest  3 
percent  more  acreage  this  year  than  last.    But  late  summer  acreage  may  be  down 
3  percent.    With  yields  about  like  the  average  of  recent  years,  output  of  early 
summer  cabbage  would  be  materially  above  the  relatively  small  1963  crop.  Late 
summer  production  would  be  down  moderately  from  both  last  year  and  average. 

Carrots — Production  of  winter  season  carrots  is  8  percent  below  the  large 
tonnage  of  a  year  earlier,  with  estimated  output  materially  smaller  in  both  Texas 
and  California.    Since  mid-February,  however,  Texas  marketings  have  been  heavy 
and  prices  very  low.    F.o.b.  prices  in  south  Texas  shipping  points  in  early 
April  were  materially  lower  than  a  year  ago . 

Although  Texas  harvest  will  decline  seasonally  during  May,  harvest  will 
be  active  in  the  California  Imperial  Valley.    Also,  spring  production  in  Arizona 
is  nearly  a  fifth  larger  than  last  year  because  of  higher  yields;  seasonally 
heavy  volume  is  likely  by  May.    California  producers  of  summer  season  carrots 
have  reduced  acreage  for  early  harvest  from  year-earlier  levels.    Although  this 
may  ease  market  pressures  in  June,  aggregate  carrot  supplies  this  spring  are 
likely  to  be  heavy.    Prices  are  expected  to  average  close  to  the  low  levels  of 
last  spring. 
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Celery — Spring  celery  supplies  are  slightly  larger  than  a  year  ago  and 
moderately  above  the  1958-62  average.    Prospective  production  in  California  is 
materially  above  last  year's  small  crop  because  of  more  acreage  and  higher 
yields.    Tonnage  in  Florida  is  a  little  smaller  than  in  1963;  slightly  lower 
yields    are  expected. 

Harvest  of  celery  through  most  of  the  winter  was  hampered  by  persistent 
cool  weather  in  the  major  Florida  and  California  producing  areas.    Because  of 
smaller  supplies,  prices  averaged  sharply  higher  than  a  year  earlier.    As  grow- 
ing conditions  improved  in  late  winter,  harvest  increased  and  prices  declined. 
By  mid-April,  f.o.b.  prices  were  only  a  little  above  the  very  low  levels  of  a 
year  earlier.    With  heavy  supplies  in  prospect,  prices  through  the  spring  prob- 
ably will  average  about    the  same  as  the  depressed  prices  last  year. 

Sweet  Corn--Production  of  winter  season  sweet  corn  this  year  was  about 
as  large  as  in  1963.  But  the  crop  was  damaged  by  cool  weather;  f.o.b.  prices 
for  good  quality  sweet  corn  were  materially  above  year-earlier  levels  during 
most  of  the  winter. 

Harvest  of  sweet  corn  will  increase  seasonally  during  the  next  few  months 
But  supplies  this  spring  are  likely    to  be  sharply  below  those  of  a  year  earlier 
The  early  spring  crop,  which  typically    provides  three- fourths  of  the  total 
spring  supply,  is  expected  to    be  20  percent  below  the  large  production  of  1963* 
Expected    output  in  Florida  is  down  a  fourth;  cold  weather  caused  some  acreage 
loss  and  reduced  yield  prospects.    Texas  spring  sweet  corn  tonnage  is  expected 
to  be  moderately  larger  than  last  year  because  of  yield  increases. 

Florida  marketings  are  increasing  steadily;  Texas  harvest  will  be  most 
active  during  May  and  June.    Because  of  much  smaller  total  supplies,  prices  this 
spring  are  expected  to  average  considerably  above  the  low  levels  of  last  spring. 
However,  supplies  are  expected  to  be  relatively  heavy  in  late  May  as  Florida 
harvest  reaches  a  peak. 

Light  supplies  normally  are  marketed  from  late  spring  crop  areas  by  late 
May.    Information  regarding  the  19o4  late  spring  crop  will  be  available  May  11. 

Lettuce — Output  of  lettuce  this  winter  was  moderately  above  that  in  1963, 
and  record-large.    Despite  heavy  supplies,  prices  to  growers  were  the  highest 
ever  received.    Persistent  low  temperatures  in  California's  Imperial  Valley  were 
primarily  responsible  for  the  unusual  market.    Trade  reports  indicate  that  re- 
curring early  morning  harvest  delays  created  buyer  uncertainty  as  to  adequacy 
and  quality  of  supplies,  with  consequent  market  strength. 

Spring  lettuce  supplies  are  expected  to  be  materially  smaller  than  last 
year's  heavy  tonnage,  but  about  average.    Early  spring  output,  which  normally 
accounts  for  85  percent  of  the  total  spring  supply,  probably  will  be  11  percent 
smaller  than  the  heavy  supply  of  a  year  ago.    Although  growers  in  Arizona  have 
nearly  a  tenth  more  acreage  this  year  than  last,  indicated  yield  is  low  and 
prospective  tonnage  is  down  11  percent.    Estimated  California  production  is 
12  percent  smaller  than  in  1963  because  of  less  acreage  and  lower  yields.  The 
small  North  Carolina  crop  is  equal  to  last  year,  but  New  Mexico  expects  to 
harvest  substantially  more  lettuce  than  in  1963* 
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Although  smaller  than  last  year,     spring  supplies  of  lettuce  appear  to  be 
adequate  to  meet  all  trade  requirements.    Harvest  schedules  in  Arizona  were  dis- 
rupted by  weather.     In  mid-April,  supplies  were  relatively  heavy;  f.o.b.  prices 
were  considerably  below  those  of  a  year  earlier.    California  harvest  is  underway, 
with  heaviest  volume  expected  in  May.    Because  of  ample  supplies,  prices  are 
expected  to  average  about  the  same  as  the  low  prices  of  a  year  earlier. 

Onions- -Supplies  of  onions  are  expected  to  total  only  slightly  larger 
this  spring  than  last.    Early  spring  production,  at  3  million  hundredweight,  is 
3  percent  above  the  large  1963  crop.    The  Coastal  Bend  area  accounts  for  all  of 
the  increase  in  early  spring  tonnage  in  south  Texas;  acreage  is  larger  and  yields 
are  up.    But  lower  yields  than  a  year  ago  are  probable  in    all  other  areas. 
Prospective  output  is  slightly  smaller  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  and  at  Loredo, 
and  substantially  smaller  in  the  Winter  Garden  area. 

Overlap  of  area  harvests  in  south  Texas  has  been  severe  this  year. 
Supplies  available  during  April  were  substantially  heavier  than  a  year  earlier, 
and  prices  averaged  materially  lower.    But  during  May,  with  the  Winter  Garden 
the  leading  source  of  onions  and  harvests  in  other  Texas  areas  declining  sea- 
sonally, overall  supplies  should  be  in  better  balance  with  trade  needs,  and 
prices  may  average  near  the  moderate  levels  of  a  year  earlier. 

Producers  of  onions  for  late  spring  harvest  have  7>300  acres  this  year, 
Ik  percent  more  than  in  1963.    Acreage  in  California,  which  normally  furnishes 
two-thirds  of  the  late  spring  tonnage,  is  up  2k  percent.    Growers  increased 
acreage  moderately  in  Arizona  and  sharply  in  Georgia.    But  North  Carolina  growers 
made  no  change,  and  those  in  Texas  cut  acreage  substantially.    Despite  the  large 
acreage  increase,  if  yields  are  average,  production  of  late  spring  onions  this 
year  would  be  about  the  same  as  last  year.    First  late  spring  onions  should  be 
available  in  late  April,  with  peak  volume  in  June. 

Growers  have  reported  intentions  to  plant  slightly  less  acreage  of  onions 
for  early  summer  harvest  than  last  year,  but  a  little  more  acreage  for  late 
summer  harvest.    Yields  near  the  average  of  recent  years  on  the  indicated  acreage 
would  result  in  slightly  more  early  summer  tonnage,  and  moderately  more  late 
summer  output.    The  larger  late  summer  supply  likely  would  exceed  market  require- 
ments, with  prices  averaging  well  below  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

Cantaloups — Planted  acreage  of  cantaloups  for  spring  harvest  is  20  per- 
cent more  than  last  year  and  about  a  fourth  above  the  1958-62  average.  Acreage 
in  Arizona,  which  typically  produces  about  half  of  the  total  spring  tonnage,  is 
up  9  percent.    Growers  in  Texas  and  Florida  increased  acreage  sharply.  Cal- 
ifornia, where  acreage  is  down  8  percent,  was  the  only  State  to  report  a  decline. 
With  yields  near  the  average  of  recent  years,  total  production  on  the  indicated 
acreage  would  be  materially  larger  than  in  1963.    However,  cantaloup  crops  in 
all  States  have  been  delayed  by  harsh  weather.    Although  recent  conditions  have 
been  favorable,  below  normal  domestically  grown  supplies  are  in  prospect  until 
late  May.    Also,  overlap  with  early  summer  crops  may  be  more  severe  than  usual. 

Production  of  cantaloups  in  Mexico  this  year  is  larger  than  in  1963. 
Acreage  in  the  Apatzingan  area,  which  usually  furnishes  supplies  by  late  winter, 
is  smaller.    But  sharp  increases  are  reported  on  the  West  Coast.    Because  of 
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the  larger  supply  available  in  Mexico  and  the  prospective  delay  in  domestic 
harvest,  imports  into  the  United  States  are  likely  to  he  materially  above  those 
in  1963>  and  record-large. 

Watermelons— Because  of  reductions  in  both  Florida  and  California,  total 
acreage  of  late  spring  watermelons  will  be  moderately  smaller  this  year  than 
last.    California  growers  reduced  plantings  nearly  a  fifth,  and  with  average 
yields,  production  would  be  much  smaller  than  both  a  year  ago  and  average. 
Florida  acreage  is  7  percent  smaller  than  in  1963*    Crops  in  the  sourthern  areas 
of  Florida  were  delayed  by  cold  weather,  but  volume  shipments  are  expected  by 
early  May.    A  cold  snap  on  March  31  and  April  1  damaged  watermelon  plants  in 
north-central,  central,  and  west  Florida.    This  is  expected  to  cause  late  har- 
vests, with  considerable  overlapping  between  areas. 

Early  reports  indicate  slightly  less  acreage  than  a  year  ago  of  water- 
melons for  early  summer  harvest,  but  slightly  more  acreage  for  late  summer 
harvest.    Average  yields  of  recent  years  on  the  intended  acreages  would  result 
in  about  the  same  production  as  last  year  in  both  early  and  late  summer. 

PROCESSED  VEGETABLES 

Partly  because  of  very  high  prices  for  most  fresh  commodities,  the  demand 
for  processed  vegetables  was  strong  in  the  first  quarter  of  1964.    Total  winter 
movement  of  both  canned  and  frozen  vegetables  apparently  reached  new  highs. 
Nevertheless,  supplies  of  both  continue  heavy. 

Remaining  stocks  of  canned  vegetables  appear  to  be  moderately  smaller 
than  a  year  ago  but  substantially  larger  than  the  1958-62  average.  Considerably 
smaller  holdings  of  tomatoes  and  tomato  products  account  for  most  of  the  decline 
from  a  year  ago.    But  supplies  of  canned  lima  beans,  pumpkin  and  squash,  and 
sauerkraut  also  are  smaller.    Supplies  of  green  peas,  carrots,  and  spinach  are 
substantially  larger  than  a  year  ago,  and  those  of  snap  beans,  beets,  cucumber 
pickles,  and  asparagus  probably  are  record  large. 

Frozen  vegetable  supplies,  in  total,  are  slightly  smaller  than  a  year  ago. 
Holdings  of  asparagus,  lima  beans,  and  mixed  peas  and  carrots  are  substantially 
smaller,  and  those  of  sweet  corn  and  green  peas  are  moderately  smaller.  Supplies 
of  snap  beans,  Brussels  sprouts,  and  carrots  are  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
But  storage  holdings  of  broccoli,  cauliflower,  mixed  vegetables,  and  spinach  are 
larger. 

Carryovers  in  Mid- 1964  Likely 
Smaller  Than  a  Year  Ago 

With  large  supplies  available,  overall  prices  for  processed  vegetables 
during  April  averaged  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.  Prices  were  higher  for  a 
few  major  items,  including  canned  snap  beans,  tomatoes  and  tomato  products,  and 
frozen  lima  beans.  But  lower  prices  prevailed  for  canned  beets,  carrots,  and 
tomato  catsup.  Disappearance  of  both  canned  and  frozen  vegetables  during  the 
remainder  of  the  season  is  expected  to  match  the  high  rate  of  a  year  ago.  But 
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few  price  changes  are  likely  until  new  pack  prospects  become  more  apparent  in 
late  summer.    Carryover  supplies  of  canned  vegetables  are  expected  to  total 
moderately  less  than  a  year  ago,  mostly  because  of  lighter  stocks  of  tomato 
items.    Carryover  stocks  of  frozen  vegetables  are  likely  to  be  slightly  smaller 
than  a  year  earlier. 


Intended  Processing  Acreage 
About  Same  as  in  I963 

Continued  large  supplies  of  processed  vegetables  are  in  prospect  for  the 
1964-65  season.    March  and  April  intentions  reports  for  9  vegetables,  which  ac- 
count for  about  90  percent  of  the  annual  processing  tonnage,  indicated  that  proc- 
essors were  planning  slightly  less  total  acreage  of  these  crops  than  in  1963 
(table  2).    Canners  planned  to  have  6  percent  more  acreage  in  both  tomatoes  and 


Table    2. — Vegetables  for  commercial  processing:    Prospective  plantings 


Crop 

Planted  acreage 

1964  as  per- 
;       centage  of 

•  Average 
:  1958-62 

:  1963 

'  Prospective 
:  1964 

Average 
1958-62 

'  1963 

Acres 


Acres 


Acres 


Percent  Percent 


Beans,  green  lima 

Freezing 

:  61,600 
:  32,450 

49,600 

51,800 

84 

104 

Canning 

24, 770 

24,390 

75 

98 

Beans,  snap 

Freezing 

:  42,930 

50,870 

51,070 

119 

100 

Canning 

137,010 

152, 140 

161,150 

118 

106 

Beets  for  canning 

16,570 

19,610 

16,290 

98 

83 

Cabbage  for  kraut, 

contract  only  : 

:  8,280 

8,170 

7,990 

96 

98 

Corn,  sweet  : 

Freezing  j 

76,750 

83,270 

85, 560 

111 

103 

Canning  : 

367, 160 

319,380 

279,440 
117,870 

76 

87 

Cucumbers  for  pickles  : 

112, 490 

119,610 

105 

99 

Peas,  green  : 

Freezing  : 

140,640 
254,970 

151,810 
284,380 

161,150 
275,850 

115 

106 

Canning  : 

108 

97 

Spinach,  winter  : 

9,600 

Freezing  : 

4,220 

5,100 

121 

Canning  : 

5,080 
249,670 

5,300 
265,480 

104 

Tomatoes  : 

315,180 

84 

106 

Total  9  crops  l/  : 

1,575,630  1,522,580 

1,  508,440 

96 

99 

1/  Does  not  include  open  market  cabbage  for  kraut  nor  spring  and  fall  spinach. 
Vegetables  -  Processing,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 
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snap  beans  than  last  year.    Contract  acreage  for  kraut  may  be  about  the  same  as 
a  year  ago.    But  for  other  major  vegetable  crops,  earners  were  planning  substan- 
tial acreage  reductions  for  beets  and  sweet  corn,  and  slight  reductions  for  green 
peas  and  lima  beans.    Prospective  acreage  of  cucumbers  for  pickles  is  a  little 
smaller  than  last  year.    Acreage  of  winter  spinach  for  both  canning  and  freez- 
ing was  larger  than  a  year  ago;  but  yields  are  down,  and  expected  output  is 
moderately  smaller  than  in  1963.    Freezers  have  indicated  plans  for  moderately 
more  acreage  than  last  year  for  peas  and  lima  beans,  and  slightly  more  acreage 
for  sweet  corn.    Intended  plantings  of  snap  beans  for  freezing  are  about  the 
same  as  in  1963. 

If  the  intended  acreages  are  planted,  and  near  average  yields  are  obtained, 
tonnage  of  vegetables  for  processing  would  total  slightly  larger  than  in  1963. 
Production  of  tomatoes,  snap  beans,  and  green  peas  may  be  up  moderately,  but 
output  of  nearly  all  other  commodities  may  be  moderately  to  substantially  smaller 
than  in  1963.    The  total  canned  pack  would  be  moderately  larger  than  a  year  ago. 
Because  of  an  expected  smaller  carryover,  however,  total  canned  supplies  next 
season  would  be  about  the  same  as  this  season.    The  frozen  pack  probably  would 
be  nearly  equal  to  that  in  1963.    With  carryover  smaller,  total  frozen  supplies 
in  196U-65  would  likely  be  slightly  less  than  those  in  the  current  season. 

Prospects  for 
Ma j or  Items 

Lima  Beans — Because  of  smaller  packs,  supplies  of  both  frozen  and  canned 
green  lima  beans  were  moderately  smaller  this  season  than  last.  Disappearance 
of  frozen  lima  beans  so  far  this  season  probably  at  least  equaled  that  of  a  year 
earlier.    Cold  storage  holdings  on  April  1,  at  85  million  pounds,  were  a  fourth 
smaller  than  a  year  ago,  but  16  percent  above  average.    With  supplies  still  fairly 
heavy,  f.o.b.  prices  in  early  April  averaged  about  the  same  to  slightly  higher 
than  in  1963.    Freezers  have  reported  plans  to  utilize  the  output  from  h  percent 
more  acreage  in  196U  than  last  year  and,  with  recent  average  yields,  output  would 
be  up  slightly.    But  total  frozen  supplies  in  196U-65  would  be  down  moderately 
from  those  of  this  season,  because  of  an  expected  smaller  carryover. 

Movement  of  canned  green  lima  beans  has  been  a  little  slower  than  last 
season.    Remaining  supplies  probably  are  about  a  fifth  smaller  than  a  year  ago, 
but  moderately  above  average.    Markets  weakened  in  early  spring,  and  current 
prices  are  only  a  little  above  the  low  levels  of  last  season.    Prospective  acre- 
age is  slightly  smaller  than  last  year.    Output  on  such  an  acreage,  if  yields 
are  average,  would  be  moderately  smaller  than  in  1963.    Total  supplies  next  sea- 
son likely  would  be  moderately  less  than  this  season,  and  the  smallest  since 
1959. 

Snap  Beans — Supplies  of  canned  snap  beans  available  this  season  have  been 
above  those  of  a  year  earlier,  and  record  large.    Disappearance  through  the  fall 
and  early  winter  this  season  was  below  a  year  earlier.    Markets  have  been  more 
active,  however,  in  recent  months.    Despite  larger  supplies,  f.o.b.  prices  at 
eastern  and  midwestern  canneries  in  early  April  were  slightly  above  the  depressed 
levels  of  a  year  earlier.    But  in  the  West,  where  canners 1  stocks  are  record 
large,  prices  continue  low. 
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Storage  holdings  of  frozen  snap  beans  on  April  1,  at  78  million  pounds, 
were  2  percent  smaller  than  on  April  1,  1963.    Although  down  from  a  year  earlier, 
remaining  frozen  supplies  are  substantially  above  average,  and  large  relative  to 
trade  requirements.    Into  midsummer,  prices  at  both  f.o.b.  and  retail  levels  are 
likely  to  average  about  the  same  to  slightly  above  the  low  levels  of  last  season. 

Early  April  intentions  reports  point  to  a  196k  acreage  for  canning  6  per- 
cent more  than  in  1963.    Canners  plan  k  percent  more  acres  in  the  East  and  9 
percent  more  in  the  Midwest.     Plantings  for  canning  in  the  West,  which  usually 
accounts  for  two-fifths  of  the  annual  pack,  may  be  up  slightly,  with  a  continued 
shift  from  pole  to  bush  varieties.    The  bush  beans,  although  lower  yielding,  can 
be  harvested  mechanically.    Prospective  acreage  for  freezing  in  196U  is  about 
the  same  as  last  year.    With  average  yields  and  abandonment,  the  intended  acre- 
age would  result  in  moderately  more  tonnage  for  canning  than  last  year,  and 
probably  in  record  large  supplies  in  196^-65.    Output  for  freezing  would  be 
close  to  last  year,  with  total  supplies  next  season  probably  a  little  smaller 
than  this  season. 

Sweet  Corn — Both  canned  and  frozen  sweet  corn  have  moved  at  a  record  pace 
so  far  this  season.    But  supplies  of  both  remain  heavy.    Canners'  stocks  on  April 
1,  at  19  million  cases  (2U/303  equivalents),  were  3  percent  smaller  than  a  year 
earlier,  but  two-fifths  above  the  1958-62  average.    Cold  storage  holdings  were 
9k  million  pounds  on  April  1,  down  nearly  a  tenth  from  a  year  ago,  but  sharply 
above  average.    Because  of  heavy  supplies,  prices  for  canned  and  frozen  sweet 
corn  have  remained  close  to  the  low  levels  of  last  season.    No  significant  change 
is  likely  through  the  spring. 

According  to  April  intentions  reports,  processors  plan  13  percent  less 
acreage  for  canning  this  year  than  last,  with  moderate  to  substantial  reductions 
from  a  year  ago  indicated  in  all  major  areas.    Intended  acreage  is  down  5  percent 
in  the  East,  II4  percent  in  the  Midwest,  and  11  percent  in  the  West.    With  average 
yields  and  abandonment,  the  planned  acreage  would  result  in  a  substantially 
smaller  tonnage  for  canning  than  last  year.    Despite  the  likely  heavy  carryover, 
supplies  of  canned  sweet  corn  during  the  196U-65  season  would  be  approximately 
a  tenth  smaller  than  the  heavy  supplies  available  this  season,  and  close  to  the 
recent  5-year  average. 

Prospective  acreage  for  freezing  is  3  percent  above  last  year.  Freezers 
plan  13  percent  more  acres  in  the  West,  and  2  percent  more  in  the  East,  but  10 
percent  less  in  the  Midwest.    If  the  intentions  are  carried  out  and  yields  are 
average,  196U  tonnage  would  be  slightly  larger  than  in  1963 .    Total  frozen  sup- 
plies next  season  probably  would  be  about  the  same  as  those  of  the  current  sea- 
son. 

Green  Peas — With  supplies  at  the  beginning  of  this  season  larger  than 
last  season,  and  movement  so  far  a  little  smaller,  remaining  supplies  of  canned 
peas  are  moderately  above  the  low  levels  of  a  year  ago.    Canners*  stocks  on 
April  1  amounted  to  9.5  million  cases  (21;/ 303  equivalents),  about  a  tenth  more 
than  on  April  1,  1963.    Although  trade  reports  indicate  a  few  concessions,  prices 
for  nearly  all  grades  and  sizes  are  relatively  high.    Disappearance  of  frozen 
green  peas  so  far  this  season  has  been  slightly  above  last  season,  and  record 
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large.  Cold-storage  holdings  on  April  1  were  121  million  pounds,  down  7  percent 
from  a  year  earlier.  Into  late  spring,  when  new  pack  supplies  become  available, 
both  f.o.b.  and  retail  prices  of  frozen  peas  are  likely  to  remain  about  the  same 
to  slightly  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

Planting  intentions  reports  in  early  March  indicate  a  total  196U  acreage 
of  peas  for  processing  about  the  same  as  in  1963.    Freezers  plan  6  percent  more 
acreage  than  a  year  ago,  with  moderate  increases  in  all  areas.    The  planned  acre- 
age for  canning  is  3  percent  less  than  in  1963,  with  a  slight  reduction  in  the 
Midwest,  and  moderate  reductions  in  both  the  East  and  West.    The  intended  acre- 
ages, with  average  yields  and  abandonment,  would  result  in  moderately  larger 
crops  for  both  freezing  and  canning  compared  to  last  year.    With  expected  carry- 
overs, frozen  and  canned  supplies  in  the  196U-65  marketing  season  likely  would 
be  slightly  larger  than  in  1963-6U . 

Sauerkraut — Total  supplies  of  sauerkraut  available  this  season  were  mod- 
erately smaller  than  the  heavy  supply  last  season.    Despite  lighter  movement  so 
far,  packers'  stocks  on  April  1,  at  5>«H  million  cases  (2U/303  equivalents),  were 
5  percent  smaller  than  on  April  1,  1963 .    Although  smaller  than  a  year  ago,  kraut 
supplies  are  above  trade  needs.    Prices  have  been  declining  for  several  months, 
and  in  early  April  averaged  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago. 

April  intentions  reports  indicate  that  kraut  packers  plan  the  same  contract 
acreage  this  year  as  last.    With  average  yields,  production  on  the  prospective 
contract  acreage  would  be  slightly  smaller  than  in  1963 .    Mo  data  are  available 
concerning  possible  open  market  purchases  of  cabbage,  which  typically  provide 
about  a  third  of  the  total  tonnage  used  for  kraut.    But  if  packers  buy  about  the 
same  tonnage  on  the  open  market  as  last  year,  total  kraut  supplies  in  the  196U-65 
season  would  be  moderately  smaller  than  those  of  the  current  season. 

Spinach — Supplies  of  both  canned  and  frozen  spinach  in  the  1963-6U  market- 
ing season  were  moderately  above  the  light  supplies  of  1962-63.    Since  total  dis- 
appearance during  the  season  was  nearly  the  same  as  a  year  earlier,  canned  and 
frozen  carryovers  were  relatively  large.    Canners '  stocks  on  March  1  were  a 
record  2.8  million  cases  (2l;/303  equivalents),  more  than  a  third  above  those  on 
March  1,  1963.    Frozen  holdings  April  1  were  k$  million  pounds,  materially  larger 
than  both  a  year  earlier  and  the  1958-62  average. 

Winter  season  production  of  spinach  for  processing  is  expected  to  total  5 
percent  below  a  year  ago,  mainly  because  of  a  2i|  percent  smaller  crop  in  Florida. 
Output  in  California,  which  typically  accounts  for  half  the  annual  canned  and 
frozen  packs,  is  nearly  as  large  as  in  1963,  and  8  percent  above  the  recent  5>- 
year  average.    Because  of  heavy  carryovers  and  prospective  large  new  packs,  heavy 
supplies  appear  likely  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  I96I4..    Prices  probably 
will  average  below  the  moderate  levels  of  last  season. 

Tomatoes — Supplies  of  canned  tomatoes  and  tomato  products  available  this 
season  were  slightly  to  moderately  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  but  still  large 
relative  to  trade  requirements.    Markets  for  nearly  all  items  were  stronger 
during  the  fall  and  winter  this  season  than  last,  with  movement  heavier  and 
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prices  higher.    Market  demand  for  tomato  juice  has  been  unusually  strong.  With 
remaining  supplies  considerably  smaller  than  a  year  ago,  prices  are  likely  to 
continue  materially  above  year-earlier  levels  into  mid-196U.    Prices  also  are 
relatively  high  for  canned  tomatoes  in  the  East,  where  canners '  holdings  are 
sharply  below  a  year  ago.    This  localized  shortage  has  strengthened  canned 
tomato  markets  in  the  Midwest  and  West;  prices  have  averaged  moderately  above 
a  year  earlier,  even  though  supplies  are  about  as  large  as  last  season. 

Despite  excellent  movement  so  far  this  season,  remaining  supplies  of  the 
major  tomato  concentrate  products  probably  are  more  than  adequate.    Prices  were 
under  pressure  in  early  spring.    Catsup  supplies  have  been  heavy  all  season. 
F.o.b.  prices  in  early  April  were  moderately  below  a  year  earlier,  and  the  low- 
est in  a  decade. 

Processors  have  reported  intentions  to  increase  acreage  of  tomatoes  for 
processing  by  6  percent  in  196U.    Plantings  may  be  up  7  percent  from  a  year  ago 
in  both  the  East  and  Midwest.    In  California,  which  typically  accounts  for  three - 
fifths  of  the  total  output,  canners  plan  a  5  percent  larger  acreage  than  last 
year.    If  recent  average  yields  are  realized  on  the  intended  acreages,  total 
production  would  be  moderately  larger  than  in  1963,  and  slightly  above  the 
1958-62  average.    A  larger  aggregate  pack  of  processed  tomato  items  would  a 
little  more  than  offset  expected  smaller  carryovers;  total  supplies  in  the  196H-65 
season  probably  would  be  slightly  larger  than  those  of  the  current  season. 

Beets — Canners'  stocks  of  beets  on  March  1  were  7.6  million  cases  (2I4/303 
equivalents ) ,  a  fourth  above  a  year  earlier  and  record  large.    Because  of  heavy 
supplies,  markets  have  been  under  considerable  pressure,  with  shipments  lagging 
and  prices  materially  below  those  of  last  season. 

Prospective  196U  acreage  is  17  percent  smaller  than  in  1963,  with  canners 
in  all  major  areas  reporting  substantial  reductions.    If  intentions  are  carried 
out,  and  yields  and  abandonment  are  near  average,  production  would  be  materially 
smaller  than  in  1963.    With  an  expected  large  carryover,  however,  supplies  in 
196U-65  would  be  about  the  same  as  the  heavy  supplies  of  the  current  season. 

Cucumbers  for  Pickles — Remaining  supplies  of  cucumber  pickles  probably 
are  record  large.    Despite  prospects  for  a  relatively  heavy  carryover  at  the  end 
of  this  season,  processors  have  reported  intentions  to  plant  only  1  percent  less 
acreage  than  last  year.    Prospective  acreage  in  the  Southern  States,  which  typi- 
cally furnish  a  third  of  the  annual  production,  is  6  percent  smaller  than  a  year 
ago.    However,  intended  acreage  is  up  3  percent  in  both  the  Western  States  and 
the  Northern  States,  which  usually  account  for  half  of  the  total  output.  With 
average  yields  and  abandonment,  the  intended  acreage  would  result  in  a  production 
about  the  same  as  in  1963. 

POTATOES 

Supplies  of  potatoes  were  a  little  smaller  in  the  early  winter  of  196U 
than  in  1963.    Storage  stocks  of  fall-crop  potatoes  on  January  1  amounted  to  117 
million  hundredweight,  slightly  less  than  a  year  earlier.    Also,  the  winter  crop, 
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at  3*6  million  hundredweight,  was  down  6  percent  from  the  previous  winter. 
Although  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  potato  supplies  were  abundant  and  prices 
averaged  moderately  lower  than  a  year  earlier. 

Disappearance  of  potatoes  during  the  winter  of  196^  was  at  a  near-record 
rate.    Movement  into  food  outlets  was  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  with  an 
apparent  moderate  increase  in  fresh  market  sales  and  a  substantial  gain  in  quan- 
tities used  by  food  processors.    Total  movement  of  potatoes  into  secondary  out- 
lets — ■  starch  and  livestock  feed  —  was  heavier  this  winter  than  last.  Under 
the  USDA  diversion  program,  3*3  million  hundredweight  of  potatoes  were  diverted 
to  these  outlets  during  the  first  quarter  of  196k,  about  the  same  as  during  the 
winter  of  1963-    And,  although  the  potato  industry  in  Maine  did  not  participate 
in  the  USDA  diversion  program  this  season,  about  1.3  million  hundredweight  of 
Maine  potatoes  were  used  for  starch  during  the  winter.    Because  of  the  heavy 
movement  to  nearly  all  outlets,  potato  supplies  in  late  winter  were  moderately 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  and  prices  to  growers  averaged  materially  higher. 

Spring  Prospects 

Supplies  of  potatoes  this  spring  probably  will  be  substantially  smaller 
than  the  heavy  supplies  of  last  spring.    Storage  holdings  of  fall-crop  potatoes 
on  March  1  were  below  a  year  earlier  and  data  on  marketings  indicate  a  continued 
heavy  disappearance.    Supplies  of  old-crop  potatoes  available  for  marketing  this 
spring  appear  to  be  at  least  moderately  smaller  than  a  year  ago.    Output  of 
early  spring  potatoes,  at  k.k  million  hundredweight,  is  15  percent  smaller  than 
a  year  ago.    Production  estimates  are  not  yet  available  for  the  late  spring 
crop,  which  will  be  the  dominent  market  influence  during  May  and  June.  But 
recent  average  yields  on  the  indicated  acreages  would  result  in  substantially 
fewer  late  spring  crop  potatoes  than  last  year.    Total  acreage  for  late  spring 
harvest  is  Ik  percent  less  than  in  1963.     Acreage  in  California,  which  typically 
accounts  for  nearly  three-fifths  of  the  late  spring  tonnage,  is  20  percent 
smaller  than  last  year.    Arizona  acreage  is  down  l8  percent.     In  the  major 
eastern  areas,  acreage  is  k  percent  smaller  in  Baldwin  County,  Ala.,  and  11  per- 
cent less  in  northeastern  North  Carolina. 

Spring  crops  in  most  areas  have  been  delayed  by  cool  weather,  which  could 
lead  to  overlapping  harvests.    Also,  supplies  of  competing  processed  potato 
products  appear  to  be  record  large.    Nevertheless,  the  prospective  relatively 
small  total  supply  of  tablestock  potatoes  this  spring  is  likely  to  sell  at  prices 
materially  above  the  depressed  levels  of  last  spring. 

Summer-Fall  Prospects 

In  early  February,  producers  of  potatoes  for  early  summer  harvest  reported 
intentions  to  plant  moderately  less  acreage  than  last  year.     California  growers 
indicated  a  cut  of  8  percent,  and  growers  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia 
planned  k  percent  less  acreage.    Only  Georgia,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina 
growers  plan  as  much  acreage  as  last  year. 

Early  March  reports  indicated  growers  of  potatoes  for  late  summer  and  fall 
harvest  planned  to  plant  1.1  million  acres,  2  percent  less  than  in  1963- 
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Table  3. — Potatoes,  late  summer  and  fall:     Prospective  plantings 


Crop  and  area 

!  1958-62 
\  average 

Acreage  planted 

l  q^->.  Prospective 

;          ;  i96ui/ 

1964  as 
\  percentage 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

»  acres 

acres 

acres 

jrercent 

Late  summer  and  fall 

Maine 

!  146.6 

142.0 

142.0 

100 

New  York-Long  Island 

:  45-0 

37.0 

37.0 

100 

-Upstate 

\  42.9 

44.0 

42.0 

95 

Pe  nnsylvani  a 

:  40.8 

38.0 

37.0 

97 

Other  States  2/ 

:  59.7 

54.1 

55.0 

102 

Eastern  ! 

:  335.0 

315.1 

313.0 

99 

Michigan 

\  48.6 

1*6.8 

45.8 

98 

Wisconsin  ; 

:  52.8 

54.0 

54.0 

100 

Minnesota  ! 

108.8 

112.1 

107.2 

96 

North  Dakota  ; 

115.0 

116.0 

118.0 

102 

Other  States  3/  ; 

53.5 

47.2 

44.2 

94 

Central  ; 

378.7 

376.1 

369.2 

98 

Idaho  ! 

242.8 

245.5 

230.0 

94 

Colorado  : 

59.  4 

56.0 

53.0 

95 

Washington  : 

38.8 

38.0 

38.0 

100 

Oregon  : 

37.5 

36.5 

37.0 

101 

California  : 

30.0 

32.6 

33.9 

104 

Other  States  4/  : 

26.9 

24.8 

24.1 

97 

Western  : 
Total  late  summer  and  fall  : 

416.0 

96 

1,148.9 

1,124.6 

1,098.2 

97.7 

1/  Intended  acreage  as  of  March  1. 

2/  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina. 
3/  Ohio,  Indiana,  Iowa,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  and  Illinois. 
U/  Montana,  Wyoming,  Utah,  Nevada,  and  New  Mexico. 


Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly 
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Intended  acreage  would  be  down  h  percent  in  the  western  area.    Moderate  reduc- 
tions were  planned  in  both  Idaho  and  Colorado,  which  have  two-thirds  of  the 
western  acreage.    Washington  growers  reported  the  same  plantings  as  last  year. 
But  planned  acreage  is  up  slightly  in  Oregon  and  moderately  in  California. 

Intended  acreage  in  the  central  area  totaled  about  2  percent  less  than  in 
1963.    North  Dakota  reported  an  increase  of  2  percent,  and  Wisconsin  and  Illi- 
nois, no  change.    But  slight  to  moderate  cuts  are  in  prospect  in  all  other 
Central  States,  including  2  percent  in  Michigan  and  k  percent  in  Minnesota. 

Only  a  fractional  reduction  is  planned  in  the  East.    Growers  in  Maine, 
Maryland,  New  Hampshire,  and  on  Long  Island  reported  intentions  to  plant  the 
same  acreage  as  last  year.    Slight  increases  are  in  prospect  in  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island  and  West  Virginia.    But  slight  to  moderate  reductions 
were  reported  for  all  other  Eastern  States. 

Heavy  Production 
Likely 

Although  2  percent  less  than  in  1963>  the  intended  acreage  of  late  summer 
and  fall  potatoes  is  still  8  percent  more  than  USDA  recommended  in  its  1964 
Acreage-Marketing  Guides.    With  yields  near  the  average  of  recent  years,  the 
intended  acreage  would  result  in  production  moderately  larger  than  probable 
market  requirements.    Production  as  large  as  indicated  would  likely  mean  another 
year  of  heavy  potato  supplies  and  relatively  low  prices  to  growers.    The  inter- 
ests of  the  industry  would  be  best  served  if  potato  growers  plant  the  recommended 
10  percent  less  acreage  than  last  year  to  both  late  summer  and  fall  potatoes. 
Detailed  guides  for  individual  States  are  given  in  AMG-38,  available  free  from 
the  Marketing  Information  Division,  AMS,  USDA,  Washington,  D.  C.  20250. 

SWEETPOTAT0ES 

Supplies  Smaller  and  Prices 
Higher  Than  a  Year  Earlier 

Because  of  a  much  smaller  production  in  1963>  supplies  of  sweetpotatoes 
this  season  have  been  substantially  below  the  heavy  supplies  of  last  season, 
and  prices  have  averaged  materially  higher.    Prices  to  growers  during  March 
averaged  $5.29  per  hundredweight  compared  to  $3. 92  in  March  1963.  Supplies 
available  for  marketing  during  the  remaining  months  of  this  season  probably  are 
relatively  small.      Prices  should  continue  well  above  year-earlier  levels. 

Further  Decline  in 
Acreage  Indicated 

Sweetpotato  producers  in  early  March  reported  intentions  to  plant  193*500 
acres,  7  percent  less  than  last  year  and  the  smallest  of  record.    Growers  in  only 
5  States  —  North  Carolina,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Maryland,  and  Florida  —  intend  to 
plant  the  same  acreage  as  last  year.    Reductions  were  reported  for  all  other 
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States.    Growers  in  Louisiana,  the  leading  State  in  the  production  of  sweet- 
potatoes,  intend  to  plant  58,000  acres,  a  cutback  of  8  percent  from  1963.  Among 
other  important  States,  prospective  acreage  is  moderately  smaller  in  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  Alabama,  and  Texas,  and  substantially  smaller  in  New  Jersey, 
Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  California. 

Prospects  for 
Next  Season 

With  normal  growing  conditions,  supplies  of  sweetpotatoes  for  the  1964-65 
season  may  be  slightly  larger  than  the  light  supplies  available  this  season, 
despite  the  prospective  acreage  cut.    Last  year,  dry  weather  in  many  of  the 
principal  growing  areas  resulted  in  relatively  low  yields.    Based  on  average 
yields  with  an  allowance  for  trend,  the  intended  acreage  would  result  in  a  1964 
production  of  l6.k  million  hundredweight,  2  percent  larger  than  in  1963.  Al- 
though the  demand  for  sweetpotatoes  appears  to  have  declined  in  recent  years, 
a  supply  this  small  likely  would  sell  at  prices  nearly  as  high  as  those  for  the 
I963  crop. 

DRY  EDIBLE  BEANS 


Supplies  About  the 
Same  as  a  Year  Ago 

Remaining  supplies  of  dry  edible  beans  appear  to  be  about  the  same  as  a 
year  ago.    A  moderate  increase  in  domestic  use  plus  a  sharp  increase  in  exports 
have  moved  almost  all  of  the  increase  in  supplies  available  at  the  beginning  of 
the  current  season.    Total  remaining  supplies  of  white  classes  are  slightly 
larger  than  a  year  ago,  with  supplies  of  pea  beans  up  slightly,  and  those  of 
Great  Northerns  up  substantially  from  the  relatively  low  level  of  last  year. 
Holdings  of  small  white  beans  are  down  slightly.    Remaining  supplies  of  colored 
classes  are  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago,  with  substantially  larger  supplies  of 
pinto  beans  about  offset  by  smaller  stocks  of  red  kidney,  pink,  and  small  reds. 
Total  remaining  supplies  of  lima  beans  appear  to  be  a  little  larger  than  a  year 
ago  because  of  a  sharp  rise  in  stocks  of  baby  limas.    Stocks  of  large  lima  beans 
are  down  materially  from  the  relatively  heavy  supplies  of  a  year  earlier. 

Primarily  because  of  strong  foreign  demand,  prices  received  by  farmers  so 
far  this  season  have  averaged  moderately  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Although 
supplies  have  been  relatively  large,  prices  for  pea  beans,  the  major  export 
class,  have  been  above  year-ago  levels.    Prices  also  have  been  relatively  high 
for  red  kidney  beans,  because  of  a  reduced  supply  of  the  preferred  light-colored 
variety,  and  for  tight  supplies  of  blackeye  and  black  turtle  soup  beans.  But 
prices  have  been  lower  than  a  year  earlier  for  large  supplies  of  pintos,  Great 
Northerns,  and  both  classes  of  lima  beans. 

Price  Support  Activity 

Dry  bean  production  in  1963*  at  20.7  million  hundredweight,  was  substan- 
tially larger  than  in  1962,  and  growers  placed  substantially  more  1963-crop  beans 
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under  support  through  GCG  loans  and  purchases.    Last  season,  growers  put 
2.6  million  hundredweight  of  beans  under  support,  and  eventually  delivered  1.3 
million  hundredweight  to  CCC.    This  season,  3*2  million  hundredweight  were 
placed  under  support.    About  1.1  million  hundredweight  of  pea  "beans  were  under 
loan,  a  little  less  than  last  season.    Quantities  of  red  kidneys  under  loan 
were  close  to  those  of  last  season,  hut  quantities  of  pintos  and  Great  Northerns 
were  sharply  higher.    The  volume  of  beans  that  will  be  delivered  to  CCC  this 
year  is  uncertain.    Loans  in  all  States  matured  on  April  30-    However,  producers 
in  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  could  have  been  granted  an  extension  of 
the  loan  maturity  date  to  June  30- 

Acreage  Increase  for  the 
196*4-  Crop  Indicated 

March  1  intentions  reports  indicate  growers  intend  to  plant  1,502,000 
acres  of  dry  edible  beans  this  year,  3  percent  more  than  the  acreage  planted  in 
1963.    Increases  are  in  prospect  in  all  major  geographic  areas  except  California, 
where  growers  plan  to  plant  the  same  total  acreage  as  last  year.    But  plantings 
of  limas  in  California  would  be  6  percent  smaller;  planting  of  other  classes 
would  be  3  percent  larger. 

If  producers  follow  their  intentions,  total  acreage  in  the  Northeast  will 
be  6  percent  larger  than  last  year.    Michigan  acreage,  mostly  in  pea  beans,  may 
be  increased  5  percent.    Growers  in  New  York,  where  most  of  the  acreage  is  in 
red  kidney  and  black-turtle  soup  beans,  plan  to  increase  plantings  by  a  tenth. 

The  Northwest,  where  most  of  the  acreage  is  in  pintos  and  Great  Northerns, 
expects  an  overall  acreage  increase  of  2  percent.    Partly  because  of  larger  water 
supplies,  growers  in  Idaho  intend  to  increase  acreage  6  percent.    But  producers 
in  Nebraska  report  a  reduction  of  2  percent. 

Intended  acreage  in  the  Southwest,  primarily  pintos,  is  up  less  than  1 
percent  from  last  year.    In  Colorado,  the  area's  leading  producer,  growers  report 
a  2  percent  increase,  with  a  substantial  expansion  of  plantings  on  non-irrigated 
land  more  than  offsetting  a  cut  in  irrigated  acreage.    Kansas  producers  intend 
to  reduce  acreage  sharply. 


I964-65  Marketing  Season 

Current  supplies  of  dry  beans  are  about  as  large  as  the  heavy  supplies  of 
a  year  earlier.    Total  movement  during  the  rest  of  the  current  marketing  season 
may  be  somewhat  smaller  than  that  of  last  season.    A  continued  heavy  domestic 
use  seems  assured.    But  export  movement  in  the  remaining  months  of  the  season, 
although  large,  probably  will  not  match  the  unusually  high  level  of  a  year  ago. 
Thus,  total  carryover  stocks  at  the  end  of  this  season  are  expected  to  exceed 
those  of  a  year  earlier,  with  carryovers  of  both  white  and  colored  classes 
likely  to  be  sharply  higher. 

If  farmers  plant  about  in  line  with  March  1  intentions,  production 
of  dry  beans  (based  upon  average  yield  with  allowance  for  trend)  would  be 
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slightly  smaller  than  last  year's  record  output,  but  7  percent  larger  than  the 
1958-62  average.    If  present  indications  materialize,  total  supplies  of  white 
classes  next  season  would  be  slightly  larger  than  those  available  this  season. 
Colored  bean  supplies  would  be  moderately  smaller  than  the  heavy  supplies  of 
the  current  season. 

A  strong  export  demand  was  an  important  factor  in  the  higher  overall 
average  price  for  dry  beans  this  season  compared  to  last.    Although  commercial 
exports  have  been  trending  upward  for  a  number  of  years,  the  sharp  gain  this 
season  was  caused  by  unfavorable  growing  conditions  for  bean  crops  in  both 
Western  Europe  and  several  countries  which  normally  supply  the  European  market. 
Barring  a  repeat  of  such  unusual  conditions,  foreign  demand  next  season  for 
U.  S.  produced  beans  probably  will  be  weaker  than  that  which  prevailed  this 
season. 

1964-Crop  Price 
Supports 

USDA  on  March  4  announced  a  national  average  support  price  of  $6.32  per 
hundredweight  for  1964-crop  beans.    The  support  rates,  for  both  the  national 
average  and  for  each  of  the  classes  supported,  are  the  same  as  those  for  the 
I963  crop. 

The  class  support  prices  are  for  U.  S.  No.  1  grade,  cleaned  and  bagged 
beans  with  all  charges,  except  receiving  and  loading  out,  paid  through  maturity 
date  for  price-support  loans  on  the  1964  crop.    Support  prices  by  classes  for 
1964-crop  beans  are:    pea  and  medium  white  beans,  $6.40  to  $6.90  per  hundred- 
weight, depending  on  area;  Great  Northern,  $6.52  to  $7.02;  small  white  and  flat 
small  white,  $7-33;  pinto,  $5. 78  to  $6.38;  red  kidney,  $8.51;  pink,  $7.13;  small 
red,  $7.18  to  $7.28;  large  lima,  $10.05  to  $10.20;  and  baby  lima,  $5.40. 

Premiums  and  discounts  for  the  1964  program  are  the  same  as  under  the 
1963  program.    Premiums  for  U.  S.  Choice  Hand  Picked  and  U.    S.  Extra  No.  1 
grade  beans  will  be  10  cents  per  hundredweight  for  all  except  pea  beans,  on 
which  the  premium  for  U.  S.  Choice  Hand  Picked  grade  will  be  25  cents.    U.  S. 
No.  2    grade  beans  will  be  discounted  25  cents  per  hundredweight. 

As  under  past  programs,  beans  will  be  supported  through  loans  and  pur- 
chases, which  will  be  available  from  harvest  through  January  31>  1965 •  Loans 
will  mature  on  April  30,  1965. 

DRY  FIELD  PEAS 

Large  Supplies, 
Lower  Prices 

Because  of  a  heavier  carryover,  supplies  of  dry  field  peas  available  for 
marketing  this  season  were  slightly  larger  than  the  previous  season.  Production 
in  1963,  at  4.7  million  hundredweight,  was  moderately  smaller  than  in  1962. 
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Output  of  Alaska  and  other  smooth  green  peas  was  sharply  above  a  year  earlier. 
But  production  of  all  other  commercial  classes  of  dry  peas  was  materially 
smaller.    Both  domestic  use  and  exports  of  peas  so  far  this  season  probably  have 
been  about  the  same  as  the  heavy  movement  of  a  yes.r  earlier.  lievertheless, 
because  of  larger  supplies,  prices  to  growers  have  averaged  slightly  lower. 
During  the  remaining  months  of  this  season,  movement  into  domestic  and  foreign 
outlets  is  expected  to  be  close  to  that  of  last  season.    Since  remaining  sup- 
plies are  relatively  large,  prices  likely  will  continue  below  year-earlier 
levels . 

Acreage  Increase 
Expected 

Growers  on  March  1  reported  intentions  to  plant  359*000  acres  to  dry 
peas  in  196U,  7  percent  more  than  last  year  and  9  percent  above  the  1958-62 
average.    Prospective  acreage  is  up  7  percent  in  Washington  and  5  percent  in 
Idaho.    These  States  combined  will  account  for  about  90  percent  of  the  total 
U.  S.  acreage.    Growers  in  Oregon  reported  an  increase  of  7  percent.  Colorado 
plantings  may  be  up  nearly  a  third.    But  plantings  would  be  unchanged  in  North 
Dakota  and  16  percent  smaller  in  Minnesota.    The  intended  acreage,  x-jith  average 
yields  adjusted  for  trend,  would  result  in  a  production  in  196U  of  U.8  million 
hundredweight,  slightly  larger  than  last  year  and  sharply  above  the  1958-62 
average . 

Larger  Supplies  Indicated 
for  I  :ext  Seaso n 


The  carryover  of  dry  peas  into  the  coming  season  is  likely  to  be  even 
larger  than  the  heavy  carryover  of  a  year  earlier.  Also,  output  in  196U  could 
be  up  from  last  year.  If  these  conditions  materialize,  supplies  for  marketing 
in  the  196U-65  season  would  be  above  the  large  supplies  available  this  season. 
Barring  unfavorable  crop  conditions  in  Europe  and  a  consequent  large  export 
demand  for  U.  S.  dry  peas,  domestic  markets  would  be  under  heavy  pressure,  and 
prices  to  growers  probably  would  average  lower  than  those  in  the  current  season. 
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Table  5. — Vegetables,  fresh:    Representative  prices  (l.c.l.  sales)  at  New  York 
and  Chicago  for  stock  of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.  S.  No.  1 
when  available),  indicated  periods,  1963  and  196U 


Market  . 
and  j 
commodity  . 

State  ! 

of  ! 

origin  . 

Unit  ! 

1963 

Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 
:  196U 



Mar.  : 

12  : 

Apr.  : 

16  : 

Jan.  : 

Hi  : 

Feb.  : 
18  : 

Mar.  : 
17  : 

Apr. 
1U 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

New  York:  : 

Beans,  snap,  green,  : 

Harvesters  : 

Florida  : 

Bu.  hamper                -  : 

U.5o 

3.90 

6.75 

6.25 

5.25 

3.75 

Beets,  bunched  : 

Texas  : 

2/3  WGA  crt.  U2»s 

3-75 

U.oo 

3.85 

U.25 

U.50 

3.15 

Broccoli,  bunched  ! 

California  : 

lU's,  crt.  : 

3.50 

3.25 

3.25 

3.00 

3-75 

3.00 

Cabbage,  Domestic,  : 

1-3 A  bu.  crt. 

Round  type 

Florida 

2.65 

2.20 

3.10 

2.85 

2.75 

2.20 

Carrots :  : 

Bunched  ! 

California  : 

k  doz.  2/3  WGA  crt. 

5-30 

it. 90 

U.Uo 

5.75 

5.50 

5.50 

Topped,  washed  ! 

California  : 

U8-1  lb.  film  bag, 

crt.  : 

U-35 

U.65 

U.75 

5.50 

5.25 

5.00 

Topped,  washed  ; 

Texas  : 

U8-1  lb.  film  bag,  : 

paper  bags  ; 

3.00 

3.15 

U.00 

3.25 

2.90 

3.00 

Cauliflower 

California 

Ctn.  film  wrpd,  12' s 

3.50 

3.80 

3.60 

u.50 

5-50 

3.50 

Celery: 

3.75 

6.00 

6.00 

3.50 

Pascal 

Florida 

16-in.  crt.  2-1+  doz. 

3.25 

3.35 

Pascal 

California 

16-in.  crt.  2-2|  doz. 

U.25 

U.25 

5.75 

6.75 

7.15 

U.65 

Corn,  green  (yellow) 

Florida 

5  doz.  crt. 

U.Uo 

3-90 

U.65 

5.00 

5.75 

U.35 

Cucumbers 

Florida 

Bu.  bskt. 

5.75 

7.00 

10.50 

13.50 

U.75 

Escarole 

Florida 

1-1/9  bu.  crt. 

1.75 

1.85 

2.65 

3.65 

1.75 

1.65 

T.p+.tucp     Ri  cr  T-lo^ton 

Florida 

2  doz.  crt. 

2.25 

5.25 

5.00 

U.00 

1.75 

Onions : 

Yellow,  medium, 

1.85 

1.50 

(Western  Section) 

New  York 

50-lb.  sack 

•  2.05 

2.12^ 

2.20 

1.90 

Yellow,  Granex,  Med. 

Texas 

•50-lb.  sack 

: 

2.80 

— 

— 

— 

2.25 

Peppers,  green 

Florida 

:Bu.  bskt.,  med.-lge. 

.  2.75 

3.25 

U.15 

3.25 

10.00 

u.50 

Spinach,  Savoy 

: Virginia 

:Bu.  bskt. 

: 

2.25 

— 

— 

2.00 

Chicago: 

Beans,  snap,  green, 

6.25 

5.75 

5.00 

3.25 

Harvesters 

: Florida 

:Bu.  hamper 

S  5.50 

5.25 

Beets,  bunched 

: Texas 

: 36-bchs . 

:  2.75 

2.65 

3.00 

2.85 

3.00 

3.00 

Broccoli 

: California 

:lU's,  5  crate 

:  3.35 

3.25 

3.00 

2.75 

3.50 

2.65 

Cabbage,  Domestic, 

2.60 

2.15 

Round  type 

: Texas 

:1-3A  bu.  crt. 

:  2.50 

2.15 

3.00 

2.00 

Carrots : 

Topped,  washed 

: California 

:U8-1  lb.  film  bag, 

U.35 

:  crt. 

:  3.U0 

3.75 

— 

— 

— 

Topped,  washed 

: Texas 

:U8-1  lb.  film  bag, 

2.85 

2.65 

2.50 

:    mesh  bags 

:  2.80 

2.60 

3-75 

Cauliflower 

:  California 

:Ctn.  film  wrpd.  12" s 

:  3.50 

3.U0 

3.00 

U.15 

U.50 

3.35 

Celery: 

h  .10 

5 .00 

0.5U 

3.65 

Pascal 

: Florida 

:l6-in.  crt.  2-U  doz. 

:  3.50 

3.10 

Pascal 

: California 

: 16-in.  crt.  2-3  doz. 

:  U.15 

U.00 

5.00 

6.80 

7.15 

U.65 

Corn,  green  (yellow) 

: Florida 

T*        1  J. 

:5  doz.  crt. 

1  Or' 

:  U.85 

3.U0 

U.50 

U.85 

5.65 

Lettuce,  Iceberg  type 

: Arizona 

:2  doz.  head  crtn. 

:  3.00 

3.20 

6.10 

U.25 

U.00 

2.35 

Onions : 

2.50 

2.00 

Yellow,  Granex,  Med. 

: Texas 

: 50-lb.  sack 

Yellow,  medium 

:Midwe stern 

: 50-lb.  sack 

:  2.00 

1.95 

1.70 

1.85 

1.50 

Peppers,  green 

: Florida 

:Bu.  bskt.,  large 

:  U.00 

3.25 

U.75 

3.75 

8.00 

5.25 

Weekly  summary  of  terminal  market  prices,  Market  News  Reports,  AMS,  USDA. 
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Table  6. — Vegetables,  frozen:    Cold-storage  holdings,  March  31,  196k,  with  comparisons 


March 

.  1963 

196k 

average 

1 958-62 

•    rcui  Ucti  v  C-J 

rldx  C^Il  X/ 

1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

1  ]  50k 

10,961 

13  51 8 

8,088 

Rparic       "1  -i  rria  • 

DC  CU.  lo  y      _L -LiUcJ.  • 

Fordhook 

'  n.a. 

h9,629 

51,561 

k5,093 

kl,172 

Baby 

n  •  a  • 

62,667 

55,k90 

k8.9kk 

kk  182 

Total  2/ 

73.2H3 

112,296 

107,051 

9ii  0^7 

85  tfli " ' 

n  •  a  • 

53  558 

62  ^2 

5)i  768 

n.a. 

26. 353 

33.17k 

29  291 

2?  70? 

Total  2/ 

61  596 

79  911 

1  y  *  ,7-1 — l. 

106  ^0H 

7H  li7D 

k5  165 

k2  25k 

60  859 

5?  6H)i 

56  09? 

Ul  no  ocxo    o  Uj 

19.776 

22  901 

^0  TL7 

26  982 

??  687 

n  •  ci  • 

lil  10  "3 

^2  91  ^ 

)i7  88? 

unu  1     1             w  VV  t»  X 

17.522 

15,896 

2[?.[?97 

22  lkk 

19  5)i7 

6l.ii03 

103. 365 

127, 362 

111, 701 

9)i  1  58 

Peas  and  carrots  ! 

13,U26 

I6,9kl 

16,589 

16,351 

lk, 570 

Peas,  green 

119,220 

129, U95 

179,78k 

152,16k 

121,052 

Potatoes,  french  fried 

lk6,92k 

30k, 670 

250,902 

289,355 

307,038 

Spinach 

36,328 

36,kOk 

39, kk3 

35,lk7 

kk,709 

Mixed  vegetables 

23,560 

25,195 

25,653 

27,513 

29,3k6 

Other  vegetables^ 

109,907 

122,366 

152, 8k2 

136,196 

127,931 

Grand  total 

739, 61k 

1,063,758 

I,l89,lk0 

I,ll5,kk3 

1,050,002 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Not  reported  separately  prior  to  January  31,  I960, 
n.a.  -  not  available. 


Cold  Storage  Report,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 


Table  7. — Vegetables,  fresh:    Average  price    per  hundredweight  received  by  farmers, 
United  States,  indicated  periods,  1963  and  196k 


Commodity 

1963 

196k 

February  15  ' 

March  15 

:    January  15 

:  February  15 

:    March  15 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Asparagus 

k0.60 

23.00 

52.00 

32. ko 

Beans,  snap 

9.80 

lO.kO 

Ik =00 

13.80 

13.60 

Broccoli 

11.60 

9.70 

10.30 

9.90 

10.60 

Cabbage 

3.90 

2.k5 

2.60 

1.85 

1.90 

Carrots 

2.35 

2.35 

2.90 

1.90 

1.75 

Cauliflower 

10.20 

10.00 

10.60 

9.50 

13.50 

Celery 

3.75 

3.30 

3.95 

5.80 

7-k0 

Corn,  sweet 

7.10 

6.70 

6.20 

7.80 

9.00 

Cucumbers 

:  7.00 

7.30 

11.00 

17.60 

lk.80 

Lettuce 

3.95 

5.30 

6.90 

5.20 

6.90 

Onions 

2.55 

2.70 

3.25 

2.95 

3.70 

Peppers,  green 

:  13.00 

8.00 

11.  ko 

12.30 

13.80 

Spinach 

:  12.00 

7.30 

8.50 

7.50 

6.90 

Tomatoes 

•     10. ko 

7.00 

8.70 

12.00 

13.30 

Agricultural  Prices,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 
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Table    8. — Canned  vegetables:    Commercial  packs  1962  and  1963  and  canners'  and 
wholesale  distributors'  stocks  1963  and  1961+,  by  commodities,  United  States 


Commodity  : 

Pack 

Stocks 

1962 

1963 

Canners  1/ 

Wholesale  distributors  1/ 

Date      :    1963      :  1961+ 

Date      :    1963      :  1961+ 

1,000         1,000                         1,000         1,000                         1,000  1,000 
cases         cases                        cases         cases                        cases  cases 
2U/303's    2U/303's                    2U/303's    2U/303's                    2U/303's  2U/303's 

Major  commodities 


Total 


Minor  commodities 


Beans ,  snap  : 

36,866 

37,51+7 

Mar. 

1 

15,1+59 

16,500 

Jan. 

1 

3,398 

3,182 
1+,1+11 

Corn,  sweet 

1+5,71+1+ 

UUA52 

Apr. 

1 

19,1+77 

18,908 

Jan. 

1 

h,62S 

Peas,  green 

33,725 

33,588 
33,01+1 

Apr. 

1 

8,1+52 

9,1+66 

Jan. 

1 

3,607 

3,356 

Tomatoes 

35,51a 

Jan. 

1 

21,1(17 

19,1+91 

Jan. 

1 

3,71+6 

3,576 

Tomato  juice  2/ 

1+8,993 

1+2,  nli 

Jan. 

1 

36,509 

31,397 

Jan. 

1 

2,751 

2,801 

200,869  190,1+1+2 


Asparagus 

9,053 

9,236 

Mar. 

1 

1,655 

2,512 

Jan. 

1 

716 

695 

Beans,  lima 

■  3,615 

3,108 

Apr. 

1 

2,11+6 

1,590 

Jan. 

1 

61+2 

568 

Beets 

:  12,591+ 

12,665 

Mar. 

1 

6,017 

7,637 

Jan. 

1 

1,226 

1,222 

Field  peas 

:  2,01+2 

2,083 

Carrots 

:  5,085 

5,100 

Mar. 

1 

2,7U2 

3,170 

Jan. 

1 

613 

609 

Okra  3/ 

:  763 

718 

Pickles 

:U/33,986 

U/39,282 

Pimientos 

:  291 

392 

Pumpkin  and  squash 

:  U,807 

a,  015 

Apr. 

1 

1,739 

1,531 

Jan. 

1 

622 

59U 

Sauerkraut 

:U/13,923 

Vl2,330 

Apr. 

1 

5/5,679 

5/5,1+03 

Jan. 

1 

880 

850 

Potatoes 

:  3,707 

n.a. 

Sweetpotatoes 

:  10,876 

n.a. 

2,038 

2,750 

Spinach 

:  7,266 

8,031 

Mar. 

1 

Jan. 

1 

722 

713 

Other  greens 

:  2,172 

2,757 

Tomato  products: 

Catsup  and 

2,1+21 

2,271+ 

chili  sauce 

\  38,663 

29,790 

Apr. 

1 

21,311+ 

17,030 

Jan. 

1 

Pulp  and  puree 

:  8,137 

5,1*22 

Apr. 

1 

6/3,813 

6/3,272 

Jan. 

1 

n.a. 

n.a. 

Vegetables,  mixed 

:  U,913 

l+,880 

Total  comparable 
minor  items 

\  11+7,310 

139,809 

Grand  total 

comparable  items 


31+8,179  330,251 


1/  Converted  from  actual  cases  to  standard  cases  of  21+  No.  303  cans. 

?/  Includes  combination  vegetable  juices  containing  at  least  70  percent  tomato  juice , 

3/  Okra,  okra  and  tomatoes,  and  okra,  corn  and  tomatoes. 

t/  Crop  for  processing  converted  to  a  canned  basis  by  applying  an  overall  conversion  factor  (pickles 
83~and  sauerkraut  65.9  cases  equivlanet  to  1  ton  fresh). 

5/  Reported  in  barrels;  converted  to  2U/303's  by  using  17.08  cases  to  the  barrel. 
~B/  California  only. 

n.a.  -  not  available. 

Canners1  stock  and  pack  data  from  the  National  Canners  Association,  unless  otherwise  noted.  Wholesale 
distributors'  stock  from  United  States  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Table  9. — Vegetables,  commercial  for  fresh  market:    Index  numbers  (unadjusted)  of 
prices  received  by  farmers,  as  of  15th  of  the  month,  United  States  by- 
months,  average  1935-39,  average  1947-49,  and  1950  to  date  1/ 


(1910-1914=100) 


Pn  /~\r\ 

*  Jan* : 

rcu* 

t  Mar • : 

•  nay  . 

J  hug 

■  uuxy 

►  Aug. 

UCT<  0 

t  Nov. : 

: 

Dec  •  : 

Average 

1935-39 

!  nu 

121 

133 

130 

125 

98 

87 

82 

81 

90 

103 

115 

107 

1  Qli7  liO 

±yu 1 -ny 

■  9RR 

JXU 

277 
'-It 

2i  cr 

CU  1 

xyo 

1  OT 

£U4 

*-4x 

9).  A 

01,0 

xear 

9K7 

9~\  i 

91 A 
c  1 0 

2TI 
<-  JX 

91  1 

£XX 

9  no 

1  70 
X  IV 

1  KA 

XpO 

91  )i 
£X4 

<tlX7 

9~\  1 
cxl 

1951 

338 

3U6 

288 

333 

276 

215 

203 

197 

190 

211 

290 

3U3 

269 

1952 

301 

2U9 

29U 

3U1 

311 

294 

289 

21;0 

203 

227 

272 

285 

276 

9Al 

27^ 

2^2 

C-JX 

28^ 

CUy 

209 

n  qi 
X7X 

?OA 

99  A 
ceo 

£iXX 

9\,9 
clXc 

"1  9^)i 

2^k 

219 

26^ 

2^5 

20l4 

222 

~\  92 

1  76 

202 

2)iO 

22  ~K 

99  A 

CCO 

2Cl 

27  T 

260 

272 

2ZL 

22n 

c_  C  \J 

20A 

2T  n 

?2A 

c±y 

cLX9 

1956 

2U6 

276 

271 

2U6 

262 

291 

261; 

202 

181; 

215 

281 

267 

250 

1957  : 

2U1 

237 

238 

271 

285 

281 

269 

233 

200 

213 

217 

2U6 

21U; 

1958  : 

310 

356 

U01 

3U2 

280 

218 

196 

169 

186 

210 

2hk 

227 

262 

1959  : 

285 

288 

281 

283 

261 

219 

228 

212 

21x2 

261 

270 

292 

260 

1960  : 

300 

289 

26U 

272 

276 

230 

2kk 

199 

192 

211 

227 

232 

2U5 

1961  : 

222 

221 

227 

291 

259 

281; 

25U 

205 

207 

205 

2U3 

227 

237 

1962  : 

292 

319 

388 

338 

330 

259 

233 

202 

201; 

21U 

23U 

267 

273 

1963  : 

325 

288 

261; 

273 

273 

271; 

312 

219 

197 

213 

298 

280 

268 

196U  2/  : 

306 

335 

366 

1/  In  addition  to  the  vegetables  included  in  the  series  published  prior  to  January  1954,  the 


following  have  been  added:    Broccoli,  sweet  corn,  cucumbers,  and  watermelons. 
2/  Preliminary. 

Agricultural  Prices,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 


Table  10. — Potatoes:    Acreage  and  prospective  plantings  for  1961;  season,  with  comparisons 


:  Yield  per 

Acreage 

Acreage 

:  harvested 

Seasonal  group 

1958-62 

:  acre 

!  1963 

!  1964 

1961;  as 

average 

:  1958-62 
:  average 

.  percentage 
j      of  1963 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  acres 

Cwt. 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

Acreage  harvested: 

Winter 

25.4 

170.8 

20.3 

18.5 

91.1 

Early  spring 

!  27.0 

I44.I 

28.1; 

27.2 

95.8 

Late  spring 

129.7 

189.9 

113.5 

98.1 

86.4 

Total 

182.1 

162.2 

143.8 

88.6 

Prospective  plantings: 

Early  summer  1/ 

98.7 

87.5 

82.  U 

9l;.2 

Late  summer  and  fall  2/ 

r  l,ll;8.9 

1,121;. 6 

1,098.2 

97.7 

Total 

1,21;7.6 

1,212.1 

1,180.6 

97. 4 

Alaska,  late  summer  and 

fall 

.78 

.88 

113.0 

Total 

.  1,21*7.6 

1,212.9 

1,181.5 

97.  k 

1/  Intended  acreage  for  1961;  as  of  February  1. 
?/  Intended  acreage  for  1961;  as  of  March  1. 
Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 
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Table  13. — Potatoes:    Price  f.o.b.  shipping  points  and  wholesale  price  per  hundredweight 
at  New  York  and  Chicago,  indicated  periods,  1963  and  196k 


Week  ended 


Item 


Feb. 

23 


Mar. 

23 


Apr. 

20 


T96F 


Jan. 

18 


Feb. 

22 


Mar. 

21 


Apr. 

18 


F.o.b.  shipping  points : 
New  stock 
Dade  County,  Florida 
U.  S.  No.  1,  Size  A 
Round  Red  1/ 
Old  stock 
San  Luis  Valley,  Colorado 
Red  McClure  2/ 
Idaho  Falls,  Idaho 

Russets  3/ 
Aroostook  County,  Maine 
U.  S.  No.  1,  Size  A 
Katahdin  1/  kj 
Hartford,  Connecticut-Rockville  area 

Katahdin 
Rochester,  West  and  Central 

New  York,  mostly  Katahdin  l/ 
Benton  Harbor,  Michigan 
Mostly  Katahdin,  washed  l/ 


Terminal  markets: 
New  York": 
New  stock 

Florida,  Round  Reds  1/  6/ 
Old  stock 
Long  Island,  Katahdin  1/  $/  6/ 
Maine,  Katahdin  1/  k/  3/ 
Idaho,  Russets  l/  §7 
Chicago: 
New  stock 

Florida,  Round  Reds  1/  6/  7/ 
Old  stock 
Idaho,  Russets  6/  8/ 


Dol. 


1.98 
2.70 

1.60 
1.92 
2.0U 
2.1U 


Feb. 
12 


Dol. 


2.^0 
2.80 
5.10 


U.25 


Dol. 


Dol. 


Dol. 


Dol. 


3.36  3.16 

1.90  1.7U 
2.65 


1.U8 
1.96 
2.0U 
2.20 


1.18 


1.82 


2.3U 
2.65 

1.56 
2.16 
2.00 
1.9k 


2.35 
2.70 

1.70 
2.28 
2.12 
2.10 


Dol. 


5.08 

2.95 
3.U2 

1.80 
2.28 
2.20 
2.2U 


1963 


Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 


Mar. 

12 


Apr. 

16 


Jan. 
Hi 


Feb. 

18 


Mar. 
17 


Dol. 


Dol. 


Dol. 


Dol. 


Dol. 


6.00 

2.55 
2.75 

5.00 
5-Uo 

li.OO 


5.io 

2.U0 

2.50 

U.90 


k.ko 
3.75 


2.60 
2.66 
U.76 


3.95 


7.00 

2.76 
2.80 
5.20 

6.90 

U.oo 


7.00 

2.70 
2.85 
5-70 

6.50 

U.50 


Dol. 

5.36 
3.19 

2.26 
2.78 


Apr. 

Hi 


Dol. 


7.00 

3.20 
3.25 
5.80 


6.50 
5.00 


1/  50  pound  price  doubled. 
2"/  2  3/U"  minimum,  washed. 
3/  20-30$  10-oz.  and  larger. 
U/  2-U"  minimum. 

5/  Chippewas  and  Katahdin,  unwashed. 
5/  U.  S.  No.  1,  Size  A. 
7/  Street  sales. 
B/  Carlot  sales. 

F.o.b.  prices  are  the  simple  averages  of  the  mid-point  of  the  range  of  daily  prices.    Terminal  market 
prices  are  for  Tuesday  of  each  week  and  are  submitted  by  Market  News  representatives  to  the  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Division  of  AMS. 
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Table  1U. — Sweetpotatoes :    F.o.b.  prices  at  Southern  Louisiana  points  and 
representative  market  prices  (l.c.l.  sales)  at  New  York  and  Chicago  for 
stock  of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.  S.  No.  1,  when 
available),  indicated  periods,  1963  and  196U 


Week  ended 

1963 

196U 

Location  and  variety  : 

Unit  : 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Jan. 

'  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

23 

23 

20 

'  18 

22 

!  21 

18 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

F.o.b.  shipping  points  : 

S.  W.  Louisiana  points  ! 

Porto  Rican,  U.  S. 

50  pound 

No.  1,  cured 

crate 

'  2.80 

2.80 

U.38 

U.38 

5.12 

Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 

:  1963 

:  196U 

'  Feb. 

!  Mar. 

Apr. 

,  Jan. 

Feb. 

.  Mar. 

,  Apr. 

:  12 

:  12 

:  16 

;  Hi 

,  18 

i  17 

;  Hi 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Terminal  markets 

New  York:  ! 

New  Jersey,  orange 

.  Bushel 

Jersey  type 

basket 

:  2.25 

2.25 

2.15 

3-U0 

3.62i 

3.75 

li.25 

North  Carolina 

:  Bushel 

Porto  Rican  type 

basket 

-  3.50 

3.50 

3.50 

U.75 

U.85 

5.65 

5.75 

Chicago: 

Louisiana, 

50  pound 

Porto  Rican,  cured 

crate 

:  3.50 

3.50 

3.U5 

5.05 

5.oo 

5.75 

6.05 

F.o.b.  prices  are  simple  averages  of  the  mid-point  of  the  range  of  daily  prices. 
Market  prices  are  for  Tuesday  of  each  week  and  are  submitted  by  Market  News  repre- 
sentatives to  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  of  AMS. 


Table  15. — Average  price  per  hundredweight  received  by  farmers  for  potatoes, 
sweetpotatoes,  dry  edible  beans,  and  dry  field  peas, 
United  States,  indicated  periods,  1963  and  196U 


1963 

196k 

Commodity  , 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

15  ; 

15  ; 

15 

;  15 

15 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Field  crops:  i 

Potatoes  1/  s 

1.61 

1.57 

1.U8 

1.55 

1.7U 

Sweetpotatoes  ! 

3.97 

3.92 

k.9k 

5.02 

5.29 

Beans,  dry  edible  s 

7.01 

7.02 

7.02 

7.18 

6.85 

Peas,  dry  field  s 

U.5U 

U.52 

U.16 

U.oU 

3.91 

1/  Monthly  average  price. 

Agricultural  Prices,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 
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Table  16. — Beans,  dry  edible:     Prospective  plantings  for 
196U  season,  with  comparisons  1/ 


,  Acreage 

Acreage  planted 

Group  of  States 

nl  antpti 

Tndira tpd 

1961i  as 

19^8-62 

196^ 

*            <ZX  V  Lil  Ci.t^  v_/ 

2/ 

of  196^ 

 1 — (\t\t\  

:      x , uuu 

1,000 

~i  r\r\r~\ 

1,000 

:  acres 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

New  York  and  Michigan 

656 

667 

705 

105.7 

Nebraska,  Montana,  Idaho  : 

l/Vy  UillXUg  ,     dilu.    lA/doil-LUg  OUii  , 

im  7 

XUX  0  | 

Kansas,  Colorado,  New  : 

Mexico,  and  Utah 

:  279 

252 

253 

100.  h 

California 

25U 

237 

237 

100.0 

United  States  : 

1,535 

l,U58 

1,502 

103.0 

l/  Includes  beans  grown  for  seed. 
2~/  Indications  as  of  March  1. 
Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 


Table  17. — Peas,  dry  field:    Prospective  plantings  for 
196U  season,  with  comparisons  1/ 


Acreage  planted 

,    Acreage  . 

State 

planted 

.  Indicated  . 

196U  as 

!    1958-62  : 

1963 

!     196U  : 

percentage 

,    average  . 

:  2/ 

of  1963 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

s  acres 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

Minnesota 

:  9 

6 

5 

8I1 

North  Dakota 

:  9 

6 

6 

100 

Idaho 

:  111 

119 

125 

105 

Colorado 

:  15 

10 

13 

130 

Washington 

:  171 

182 

195 

107 

Oregon 

15 

1U 

15 

107 

United  States  : 

329 

337 

359 

106.5 

1/  In  principal  commercial  producing  States. 
?/  Indications  as  of  March  1. 


Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly 
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